MODERN SIMON 


2 


CRIME E. SIMON. MAGUS; Fog 2 
a 5 9 S os * Ks 
- Simovy, in his late Anſwer. to the F AITHFUL - 


_ Narrative of Facts 


tation of Mr. H—% to 


e to the Preſen. 
Rectory of Ab- BS 
Ire. +. Tending to 2 
of his Reaſoning upon the + 


* OnszRVATIONS on the KD of the CIE a +, 3 


1 
— 
85 
-" 
*. 


*. 


15 5 v. 31. The Prophets propheſy falſely, and” 
ze Prieſts bear rule by their Mæauns; and ib 
F Aud what will ge 9 


EscerxstAsTIOAL. Laws; and the Error of his 5 . 1 
Conſcience concerning the Sancriry of EWU. 
*  ELESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS::. With various 


2 Ne ha it with the KINO of Jasus, + ol 


* I . 
* hs at 
: _ 
— 0 P 74 
ES. 
* - 
1 * 1 
— 
% 4 
* 
1 . - 
: 
— 1 
* 


— * * - 
: r b , 4 V = * 
6 > 7 8 5 1 
ated 17 "I M 
ry - „ © "3 
* „ 
. * N 
. | © M 4% 
- 74 . #4 
1 > / Lc 4 
, 8 F N 4 
. 
4 4 \ * p 
-- A 
7 
, 4 i 2 
* y * * * * * I 7 
* 5 * 
= 4 - 


8 
2 1 o 
#3. 3 

. 
* 
T 
\ 9 
2 
* 
4 
* = 
x - 
* 
3 
5 3 
We 
„ 
* 
a 
17 7 
* * 


ae 
17 4 


* ; n 

* „ 

) "82 
4 8 1 


* 
= 
1 Y op 7 
of o 
© 0 &.'7 
* 
* z 3 
3 
Le 4 * 
4 
ke 54S * 
F* * . 
1s \ —_ 
my 
" ; "28 £ 
” 
” „ „ 0 # * \ « A 
1 * 41 * DT. « 
— . * - 1 
3: 1 
* * 
4 i 
d 5 7 
* 
„ - 
D < 
5 * 
= 
* 


15 
z 
4 


. $i #SA I-42. t » » * 41 
| 2 


4 „ 


1 7 


7 


%s 
_—— 1 — 


"vo 


+ 


0 
$4 
. 9 
* 
34 
1 ff 2 any 1! 
i 
* 
» - 


* 
= 
8 *% 
. . 9 
+ * yp 
. 
? e 
* — L 
* 1 
N . 
:, "x \ 
** 
» 3 . . 
: . 1 Tx 
Ld 
1 1 
9 2 * * 1 Wo. 1 
. 7 
4s 4 4 * 
* 7 * 5 
An * A 
— 5 4 x 
« = 
" * 
» UW 4 7 
. * 1 
— 4 U 
. l 6 
W 
% \ J.4 £ N ; 
: 
2 A 4 % 84 Hf 
1 Wy 3 g * 
1 * " bu " 
:, bt 
1 
* . p 
= * n. 1 , 
. JI » 9 7 
. * £2 0 N Wo & 
* 
Hh 
* : 
* 
- * * 
a 'T * * 
1 
7 b w ' * 
. 
: * " * 
5 - 4* n 
9 35 Oo) 
N o 1 * E * 9 
»* , 
EY 
4 
5 3 
: "en 
* 
N 1 
1 4 : Ba * 9 
47 Lb 
7 . . 1 1 94 ANT . 
1 5 * . 


* 
. TEL. 
47) 
4 3 
6 
N 
a, 
& 


„ 4 
e ores 


* 
1 
* 
* 
1 
by 
n 
: 
* 
7 * 


0 

. 

\ 1 

= 

on 

< Lo 
* 


.: 
FA. - 
, 
1 
a * 
A 9 
VE 
- . 
GT 
Md ” 
* 
* * 
2 
CY a 
BY 
A C 
. : 
s 


i 


4 
T3 
* 
* 
. 
* 
2 
a . 


Pp R E4F. 4 <Q: E 


Ir v 4 50% eech which eus made 
t'other day by a poor labouring woman as 
* was carrying proviſion from market, for 
ſome neighbouring family, when ſhe broke 
out in this manner, The rich people, one 
4 half of them, don't believe that there is a 


Gad. almigbiy. Whether it was owirig to 
any heavy provocation in the courſe of her 


buſineſs; or, whether the ſtory of Aldwinkle 
has 1 wind even among the inferior claſs of 
people, is not to be at preſent deter- 


e ut however uncharitable her cenſure bo 


map ſeem, it has certainly ſome appearance bf 
truth : at leaſt, there are people who, although 
they often ſay, © I believe in God the Father, 
_ Almighty, &c.” yet ſhew by their actions that 
they are very little afraid of him. | 


It muſt be gravely acknowledged that there | 
is, in the PuBLic, notwithſtanding the general 


corruption, a ſenſe of honeſty, and humanity, 
which readily takes offence upon ſuitable oc- 


caſions; but it is ſometimes exceſſive, and ul- 
directed in its reſentments. Dake, 
e Mr. 


1 iv ) | 
Mr. Ms charactet for honour and in- 
_ regrity will not allow it to be generally believed 
chat he would willfully and · deſgnedꝶy injure any 
man, to ſerve bim/elf onwbis Friend, Yet it is 
evident that in a very critical ſeaſon to the poor 
patron of Adwinkle, the eyes of both were cloſe 
ſhut to his intereſt, and only open to their own. 
This was ſo criminal a diſpoſition, that it need- 

| ed not to be aggravated by an attempt to vin- 
dicate it. Mr. H. had not ſecured the living 
to himſelf, nor could Mr. M. have publiſhed 
what he has done, if the -plain words of their 
Creed had n * full e on 
their minds, . 


_ The felpfance Ach Mr. Ws 3 to 
- declare what he knew of the matter, and his 
_ extreme cautiouſneſs of ſaying too much, aroſe, 
partly from a concern for the Intereſt. of Re- 
ligion; which he thought likely” to ſuffer, if 
the whole he could fay concerning the tranſ- 
action, and the moſt likely cauſes of Mr. M—'s 
Miſtake, were made public. The enemies of 
Religion rejoice at every inconſiſtency. in the 
conduct of its adherents. But this cannot be 
ſo well prevented by any means as by an in- 
genuous acknowledgement of the whole truth, 
and an uniform regard to juſtice and mercy. 


. 
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"The writer is ready to .confeſs, what every 
reader will ſee, that he has taken occaſion 
from the conduct of the Clergymen concerned 


in this affair to expoſe what they call, he In- 


' zereft of Religion; or, what ſome would rather 
call, the RELIGION or INTEREST: | However, 
he is not conſcious, in ſo doing, of being moved 

by ill-will to the Clergy of any denomination, . 
much leſs by a contempt of True Religion, 
. is N a different buſineſs. | 


95 


The miſconduct eee ee 


give no juſt cauſe to think badly. of all who are 
connected with them: but when thoſe perſons 


are in public character, Leaders in Religion, 
and in. conſiderable eſteem, it will put the diſ- 
intereſted part of mankind upon thinking what 
probable alliance there is between that miſcon- 
duct, and their avowed principles. There is 
indeed a very near alliance between thoſe prin- 


ciples which have been annexed to the pro- 


feſſion of - Chriſtianity and the love of this 
world: nor can we wonder that men ſhould 
fall into the groſſeſt abſurdities in their endea- 
vours to ſerve both God and Mammon. 


The freedom of enquiry here indulged will 


BY Ys perhaps, very offenſive. to two ſorts of 


5 88 Who, e make up the e 


part 


© 


___part ef ceunkind ; to thoſe who love 70 be lead 
in their Religion by men of reſpectable names; 
and to thoſe who imagine thete is no Religion 
worth contending for. If the latter ſort can be 


perſuaded to think, and the former to think 


For tbemſelves, the e will n in ſome 
2 ne removed. A 


If ſome ay is neceflary to the 1 7 
and charitable among Chriſtians, for the cen- 
| forious ſpirit which appears in the following 
pages; the writer is at a loſs for a ſufficient one. 
He dares not be confident in the goodneſs of 

dis own diſpoſition: he does not think himſelf 

infallible, nor that any man on earth is fo : but 


he dares to be poſitive in aſſerting that the 


Holy Scriptures are the only rule of judgement 


concerning the Faith of Chriſt, and the only 
fure guide in the Duties of Morality and Re- 


ligion. All mankind is liable to miſtake : fo 
many are the corrupt paſſions/ of the human 


heart, ſo many ſources are there of deluſion, 


that it becomes every man to be cautious, hum- 

ble and ſelf-diffident. But muſt he on theſe ac- 
counts be diffident of God, or miſtruſtful of 

| © the ſacred Records of Heaven ? every juſt reaſon 

of humility and ſelf-diffidence is a ſufficient 

reaſon for a thankful and 150 adherence to the 

| nn of God. 


The 


\ 


(N. 
The writer has one 3 to add for Mr: 
Kimpton's ſake v1z. that he has no connection 
with him, and but little knowledge of him: 
the principles maintained here would gain him 


no credit, but they might injure his cauſe. It 


would be happy for him if the pity of the : 
world were as much engaged to relieve. him, i] 
as its attention has been by the nn his 
caſe. 


The former part of the following W 
were in the Preſs, when the Pamphlet, entitled, 
' ALDWINKLE, or a Candid Examination, &c. was ; 
publiſhed ; otherwiſe they would not have ap- 
peared; as the Author of that Pamphlet has 
ſufficiently anſwered the intention of them, by 
ſhewing the obvious meaning of the eccleſiaſ- 
tical laws, concerning Simomy, and corrupt con- 


The utmoſt reſpect is 46 to i govern- 
ment from every member of ſociety. Tbe 
laws of God require it. Under the preſent ad- 
miniſtration every Chriſtian has peculiar 3 in- 
ducements to be gratefully ſubject to it; be- 
cauſe it ſecures his liberty of conſcience. It is 
hoped that nothing in the enſuing pages can be 

juſtly interpreted as an abuſe of that liberty, 
or a * to the Powers ordained f Cad. 
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S I M O N v. 


M. Madan, in his late pamphlet con- + 


cerning the preſentation of Mr. Ha- 
weis to the Rectory of Aldwinkle, in 
Northamptonſhire, has, firſt of all, given a par- 15 
ticular account of Simony; then, hit ſtate of 4 
the facts; and laſtly, an anſwer to the Faithful 4, 
Narrative. The former of theſe is the principal | 
ſubject of the following pages. With reſpect to 
facts, as there is a direct contradiction inthe two 
accounts of them, every man will. judge ac- 
cording to the probability of either ſtory, the 
knowledge he may have of circumſtances, and 7 
his opinion of the parties, if he is acquainted  _ 
with them. The probability of Mr, M's 
ſtory has been very candidly conſidered, and 
very juſtly diſputed in Em; e We a 
1 f 


The writer of the flowing 3 js" 
expect that the world ſhould receive any N 
mous teſtimony for evidence in this cauſe; 


5 he has neee in view, beſides thoſe 2 | 
B ready . 


ee 5 
e Which contribute to deter- 


. mane his own opinion. He knows that Mr. 


B—w—, a party in the firſt mect- 
ing with Mr. Madan, has tepeatedly repreſented 


As affair among his acquaintance, in a light 


ſt terms of Foy and Gretirade, 


very agreeable, in the main, to Mr. Kimpton's | 
Narfative. And that the Patron had ſtrong ex- 
pectations of benefit from Mr. H—'s accept- 
ing the Ming (on whatſoever thoſe expeftations 
were founded) is very probable from a letter 
| ich M. K. ſehr is a. F. about the end of 
February 1964, expreſſing himſelf inthe ſtrong- 
upon finding fo 
true a friend in his time of need. If there is 


reſpetting this letter, it may be 
e ee ee 
. n 755 


The manner in which Mr. Bü- has ed 
a man who has been ſo greatly difreſſed by his 
means, can do him no honour with the Candid 
and Humane. It is obſervable, that While he 
ſtedfaſtiy maintains the rectitude of his own 
character, he ſtudiouſly endeavours to expoſe 
the character of the poor patron to contempt. 
Any reader taking all for truth that he reads, 
muſt conceive of Mr. K. as a man deſtitute of 
All honour and conſcience; an abandoned knave, 
n ies deen followinig * the "le win er 
K anc M 


ai. * 


| the uncharitable. But all his little chariry was 
On put to death by Dr. Giffard's Story. And 
he gives us to know that if all he had heard 
from fuch a credible evidence were publithed, 
| Hal how Ker ty Dok very lia yank. ? 


This is at W e 6 the naar ben 


Such a contraſt of amiable and deſpicable cha- 
rafters, muſt do. credit to ſomebody; And if 


the ſufferer is proved to be a rogue, the world 


will more readily believe him capable of invent- 


ing an artful narrative to recover what he had, 
tons fde, giyen away. That he has fuffered 


ſeyerely by the advice which Mr. M. gave him | 


(and which he would haye given & to his own 
brother”) i is certain beyond any queſtion. And 


if his character is as infamous as ſome perſons 


have repreſented, this can have no weight in yin- 


dication of that advice; unleſs Mr. M. conſi- 
dering himſelf as a Miniſter of God, claims alſo 


| the power of a Revenger ta execute Wrath e 
* wad death evil. 


: N 
1 


 thrratoing people's charaders in order to! 
| « make mancy of them.” p. 44, note. Mr. 
Broapeld's Leer. e 
icdes of him: He © bad made up his mind 
« about this K—n ;” and it was in fuck a man- 
ner as appeared even to Mr. M. himfelf « Er- 


” . . - „ 
* + 45 z : 4 * . 
1 2 . * . 
$4.7 "s f I N 3 „ 6 
” : "+ 7 L * 815 0 \ , 9 
K © * ff 1 L 2 J as 1 1 1 (4 3 y * * ' ' = . 
, * „ - 2 3s" 1 
© N V 1 » <« 
* * — D | - as 
. 
{* 
% 4 . # #7 ” 


— o 


(4): 
According to his own account he was very 
ſpeedy in propoſing his friend Mr. H, to fill up 
the Living: And now the world muft under- 
ſtand that it was done from a pious concern, leſt 
any perſon ſhould by this ignorant Diſſenter be 
drawn into the crimes of Simony and Perjury. 
He muſt either preſent or let it lapſe to the 
6 Biſhop, no other way can Simony or Per- 
« jury be avoided.” It has been commonly 
- obſerved that-Mr. K. might haye been legally 
relieved by preſenting an old incumbent. This 
Was prevented. Mr. H. is in poſſeſſion; and, 
as he made no promiſe of reſignation, nor could 


| Tawfully. make any ſuch . ſo now be cannot 


man reſign. 


"TOES . 


Nr. Madan's reaſoning on this wöbjen is 
liable to ſome exceptions : It is far from being 
| ſufficiently concluſive: And it ſhews a nice 
punctuality. in obſerving the Letter of the 
law, in a caſe wherein, conſiſtently with the 
Spirit of it, he might have ſhewn mercy to a 


perſon 1 in great difficulties, and have preyented 
his ruin, | 


"I 1 F is, Aire doubt a crime againlt 


all law, human and divine. And whatever is 


meant by Simony, every upright man will be 
. exceedingly cautious about it, if he is to make 


oath 


1 | 
| oath that he is entirely free from it. But it 
vill admit of much doubt, after all Mr. M. 


has wrote upon it, whether a promiſe of reſig- 
nation would _ been CE to the law. 


1. general account of 8 8 vi. * 
repreſents it to be the ſelling or purchaſing 
« eccleſiaſtical preferments in order to make 
a gain thereby.” By eccleſiaſtical perfer-. 
ments we muſt underſtand, not the Advowſon, 
or right of preſentation, which is generally ac- 
| knowledged to be ſaleable; but, the preſenta- 
tion itſelf, or the right of poſſeſſion. And © the 
<+ſpirit and efſence of Simony, is found in all 
ho would ſell or purchaſe” ſuch © prefer- 
ments in order to make a gain thereby.“ 
This is the ſpirit of the canons and ſtatutes, ſo 
far as Mr. M. has cited them, p. vii. viii. ix. 
Intr. And of this Mr. K. ſtands clear; for he 
at no time appears to have ſought money of 
any man for a preſentation to this living: Mr. 
M. has no ſuch charge to bring againſt him. 
Nor could Mr. H's Conſcience prevent his ac 
cepting the living for a limited time upon any 
ſuch conſideration as this, that the ſervice he 
ſhould hereby do the patron would be a ſort of 
Price paid for his temporary enjoyment of it. 
But — difficulty and all the force Mr. M—'$ 
| un lie in the words of the. oath, com- 

15 | - pared © 


* * 


4 n 


aden thoſe 3 N. N. 
do ſwear that I have made no Simomiacal 
* payment, contract, or promiſe, directly or 
* indirectly,” &c. He- lays, p- Tiii. | Intr. | 
2 If a patron preſents to a living or a clerk ac- 


cepts of one upon aceount of any promiſe di- 
rectiy or indirectly, it is Simoniacal.“ And, 
in p. 41. Burn, is quoted faying,. that the 
< oath is againſt all promiſes. eee vey | 
yes of her ee 


eee * 
out any limitation? If they are, let it be ſup - 
poſed chat the patron had ſaidd to Mr. H. 1 
«will preſent you, Sir, to this living if you 
will promiſe to be diligent in diſcharging the 
duties of your office, and likewiſe chat you 
vill be careful that none of the cuſtomary 
« profits of it be loſt; that the premiſes ſhall 
« ſuffer no injury by your neglect. Had Mr. 
H. taken the living under ſuch engagements, 
or fignified his intention to take this care of 
himſelf and the ſouls of his people, he would, 
it ſeems, have been dreadfully perjured! Could 
any man ſtretch the words of the oath to 
ſuch an extent, who had not ſome cauſe to 
Free! ? Kater do not extend to all promiſes 


- mw 


9 Enown* what SR S the extend to? 


. ER, 5 
een e ne in 
dome benefit to the patron? The engagement 
but juſt ſuppoſed, does chat. It is eaſy to con- 
ceive chat a patron may be intereſted in a clerk's 
Pang ip CO and SO e e 
POOR ves . | 


The nden, che canons, and che bach ob- | 
* ſuppoſe ſome pecuniary advantage, ot 
equivalent contracted for or promiſed. The 
preambles of them ſhew, that they were made 

againſt ſuch corrupt dealing as this. And it is 
plain, that the meaning of Burn, in ſaying, 
that the oath is againſt all promiſes whatſo- 
We. ever,” cannot extend to a promiſe of reſig- 
nation; (at leaſt, if he is conſiſtent with him- 
Mr) becauſe, he ſays, that “ general bonds of 

reſignation have been allowed both in law and 
« equity; andthis Mr. M. himſelf allows. Now, ©, 
a bond is certainly equivalent to a promiſe, with 
a penalty annexed. If the one be allowed in 
law and equity, the other is not ſimoniacal, un- 
leſs Simony be allowed in our courts of juſtice. 
A ſimoniacal promiſe muſt relate to the buying 


or ſelling eccleſiaſtical preferment, for that, 


lays Mr. M. p. vi. introduction, is now 
properly what is called Simony.“ But his 
| views of Simony are afterwards enlarged, and 
he nds 1 it out even in bonds of reſignation, al- 


a 8 


i 
' though they are granted in « forme; cales.'to be 
< lawful.” Page 42,—* No man can take 4 
Hiving on a bond to reſign in favour of a Pur. 
Waere, ag Þ; conceive, without perjury : 
* For how can he ſwear he hath made no ſimo- 
I niacal contract for the obtaining of a living, 
when he never would have had the living, 
but by giving a bond to reſign it? That is 
to ſay, if a man accepts a living, upon any 
terms or conditions, he is guilty of Simony: But 
this proves too much, if any thing; for it is 
equally againſt all bonds, ſince it is ſuppoſe- 
able, in every caſe, where a bond of reſignation 
bis een that the Kue would never have 
W Wette had 


f 


: 
. 
. 


| . & 6 e . a tales 1. In 2 ar, Mr. M. of. 
ſerts, that cc taking a living upon an agreement to reſign in fa- 
* vour of a purchaſer, is a corrupt contract, tending to promote an 
indirect ſale of a void preſentation,” This is not quite ſo clear as to 
carry conviction with it. Let it be ſuppoſed, that the living of Ald- 
winkle is now filled up with an old incumbent. It is expected, that in 
ſome little time it will be void. The purchaſer of the next preſenta 

4 tion to a living, when the church is full, is held” lawful. (P. ix. in- 
troduQion) The clergy are not allowed to buy next avoidances for them- 
ſelves; but the advowſon is bought when the living is likely ts become 
void by the death of the incumbent. Is there in this caſe an indirect | 
fale of the void preſentation ? Mr, H. poſſeſſes the living: He is not 
likely to die at preſent, but it is expected, let us ſuppoſe, that he will 
_ reſign, May not the advowſon be as lawfully purchaſed in the view of 
that vacancy, as in the other caſe ? The living is not void: Its being 

expected to be ſo, is a circumſtance equal in both caſes; The one is 
granted lawful, hy not the other? And if it might be lawfully pur- 
chaſed, why ſhould Mr. H. taking it for a time, with that intention, be 
criminal? Mr, M. ſuppoſes it criminal; why ? becauſe it woe pro- 
mote thefale of —what may as lawfully ſold, 


„ 9 I. . 
bad che living, but by e giving a bond to oh. 
The canon of Archbiſhop Langton, requiring 
an oath of him who ſhall be preſented, expreſſes 
it thus: © That for fuch preſentation, he nei- 
ther promi omiſed nor gave any thing to the perſon 
preſenting, nor made any agreement with him 
for the ſame.” The thing here ſuppoſed to be 
promiſed, is ſuch as may he given as a valuable 
conſideration for tbe living. And if the benefic 
which may accriie to a patron by reſignation,” 
is to be conſidered as a. valuable conſideration, 
then no bonds of reſignation can be legal in 
any caſe, unleſs we can ſuppoſe ſuch a bond to 
be made as ſhall imply in it no benefit to in 
in whoſe favour it is made. ; 


ii this way of thinking i is unjuſt z par 
ceeda upon ſome capital miſtake, which the 
learned in the law are not liable to, the writer 
ought,, with all humility, to retract and confeſs . 
his miſtake as ſoon as it is manifeſted. But un- 
til it be ſo, he cannot but continue to think, 
that the reaſons of Mr. M's, advice were very 
inſufficient, 


There is yet another thing that will admit 
of ſome doubt. Mr. M. introduces the form of 


a reſignation to a Biſhop, (p. xiy. xy. Introdue· 
| ton,) to ſhew that © Mr. Ns would haye been 
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60 perjured, had he taken the living, for a li- 
< ited time, and then reſignedit.” _ © In the 
* name of God, amen, Before you, the Right 
Reverend, &c. I A. B. for certain juſt and 
« lawful cauſes, me hereunto eſpecially mov- 
„ ing, without compulſion, fraud and deceit, 
do purely, &c. reſign, &c. How could Mr. 

« H. have ſworn, that the cauſes of his reſig- 
ce nation were jut and lawful, e be muſt 
" have known the contrary. 


"to whit! a piteous condition is the poor pa- | 
conf! Such is the ſevere conſiſtency of the law, 
that-it would not allow him any ſecurity be- 
fore the preſentation : And now POSSESSION ig 


obtained, it would be an ABOMINATION in Mr. 


H. to think of reſigning. But if this is really 
the caſe; if Mr. H. could not accept the living 


: 5 for a time, nor can now reſign without perjury; 


this reflection will be naturally made by every 
conſiderate man, that he ought not to have 
had any concern in ſuch an affair, which muſt 


either involve him in in THIS oui, or the patron 


in RUIN. | 


Let us, res 1 imagine Mr. H. to be tho- 
roughly inclined to try how far he can conſei - 
entiouſiy go in this caſe. He is before the 
-« Right Reverend, &c. in W with ſome 


of 


— 


„ 11). | 
of his is fend and propoſing to his Lordſhip | 
a feſignation. He is queſtioned concerning the 
cauſes of it. It is with a view, my Lord, of 
reſtoring to a poor man and his family, the 
% common comforts of life, which I deprive 
« himof by a continuance in the living. I have 
« been, by ſome miſtake or other, preſented to 
« jt by the patron, to his utter ruin, unleſs - 
6 reſign.” X | 42 


His friend, while the Biſhop is muſing on 
the matter, devoutly urges upon him the ſo- 
lemn declaration he has to make. Tou can- 
© not, Sir, in the name of God, declare that 
you have juſt and lawful cauſe to reſign. 

* You will countenance very bad practices by 
this conduct; for the man is a bad man, he 
* wants you out, that he may find means to 
make more money of the adyowſon; and 
money got by church-livings i is very pollut- 
ing. When it is void, he cannot ſell it, and 
he will preſent ſome very old man to it, who 
will not be able to perform the duties of his 
office. Such cuſtoms are very abominable, 
« tending to the great diſhonour of bs "$6 
6 God, and the ruin of the ae . 


« But, Sir, wu the man 1 in a goal | 
by my means? This is bkely to be the caſe, 
GK . is not done.“ 


„ Np ra TOY «zo 


e tron from the difficulties TEL which: hs. 18 


7 12 "7 5 
10 You have nothing to do, Sir, with. bis 4% 


e roſs, it is nothing ta you. Do you but keep 
the living, and a CLEAR CONSCIENCE, and- 
. leave his friends (if he ha . * 
. out of his diftreſs,? |. 


IT 9 


Will it be an | abſurd Mn, to "EY 


the prelate interfering with fome of that huma- 
nity which diſtinguiſhed his avowed Lord and 

' Maſter? © Whatever, gentlemen, the laws of 
e our Church have. determined, they cannot 
< ſupercede the obligations of juſtice and 
1 mercy. If you, Mr. H. are the means of 
9 75 ruining the man and his family, by retain- 
ing this ſtation, it is unqueſtionably + A juſt 


« and Jawful cauſe for your leaving it: But if, 


_ on the whole, you are not well fatisfied to 


4. do fo, the leaſt_you can do is to find ſome. 
« effectual means of relieving the diſtreſſed, pa- 


wy oppreſſed, Kc. &.” 


We may bete call to band he nil 
tory of certain devout men, who lived in the 
time when Jeſus Chriſt was manifeſt 1 in fleſh. 
When his diſciples did that which was not law- 


ful to do on the Sabbath-Day, no one found 
fault with them but the ypnagIsess. Jeſus vin- 
Cicated them by the example of Dayid cating 


- E 
— * 


tn. 
W which was by the law appropri - 


ated to the prieſts. And he reproves the ſeve- 
rity. of their pious adverſaries in this way. Matt. 
xii, 7. F ye had known. tubat this meaneth, 7 
will have MOT and not ſacrifice, ye would ner" 


have condemned the guiltleſs. Surely, we _ 
not ſay, that the Ecclefiaftical Laws of this, or 


any other Kingdom, are of greater authority 45 | 
| importance than the Moſaic law. When they 
require, or forbid what. God hath required or 


forbidden, they have an authority with them 


that cannot be diminiſhed. But in every oer 5 


reſpeck, they have their praper place allotted 
them, if we rank them with the tradition of 


the Jewiſh fathers. When. they condemn. the 


perjured, they coincide with the Divine Law. 
When they provide againſt Simony, they con- 
ſult the reputation of national religion, and the 
leaders of the people. When they are carried 
to the utmoſt, and are rehgiouſly enforced. to the 
excluſion of mercy and humanity ; they ap- 
pear 2 thoſe traditions which n ny" 
the Law of Gd. oF 


Hithens, what ba been aid of Gees oy 
reference to the laws of the church in Which 
it is deſcribed and condemned. But. it may be 

proper to make ſome diſtinct enquiry how far 
it i 0 be conſidered as a crime by the Diving 


LAW, 1 


» 


(140) 


"LAW," and what relation it has to the erime of 
Simon Magus. Mr. Madan's account of it is 
as follows: Simony hath its name from Si- 


enen Magus, who endeavoured to have pur- 


©. chaſed the gifts of the Holy Ghoſtfor money, 


OM He thought to have wrought miracles, as 
he ſaw the Apoſtles did, with that ſpirit 


which reſted upon them, and fo to have 


5 


made a greater pecuniary advantage of tha 
* than of his old trade of ſorcery > Therefore 


ehe Mered them money, ſaying give me alſo 


ibis power, &e. Acts viii. 19. Peter's moſt 
cutting and tremenduous anſwer, ſhews very 
5 plainly the ſenſe he had of Simon's offer, 


v. 20, 21. The church hath tearned from 
« this to make ſevere laws againſt all sven at- 


« tempts z and though fince the ceffation of 


the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
© Letter of Simon's crime can hardly have been 


found, yet the Spirit and Efſence of it hath 
* been found in all who would ſell or purchaſe | 
« eccleſiaſtical preferments | in order to make a 
© gain thereby. This is now properly. what 


is called Simony.” Then follows a. ſhort 

| hiftory' of its progreſs, from which we learn 

that there have been horrible abuſes of the 
rights of preſentation—to the great diſhonour 


« 52 Almi hty God and cher ruin of the church- | 
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Ho far the church of England is 
is not for us to determine; but we may 3 
join with Mr. M. in this, that there have been 
many things done in it 10 the great diſhonour of 


Almighty Cod; and theſe, n not for unt of 2 8 
about Jarrnes and canons. 
As to 1 the law Wenk of ib ao Sa 

&« creme deteſtable and execrable before God. The 
crime of Simon Magus certainly was ſuch. But 
it is not eaſy to point out any real likeneſs be- 
tween that and Simony in the modern ſenſe of 
the word. Nor can it be readily found what 
divine law is referred to in this cenſure, - That 
which is ſo exceedingly abominable before God, 
is certainly -manifeſted to be ſo by ſome pro- 
hibition, which ought to be as plain as ny” 
one of the T en Commandments. — 


There is no 10 8 that] it would Have FEY 
great wickedneſs in any man in the days of the 
Apoſtles, to have offered money for admiſſion. 
into the number of Diſciples; or to have 
attempted a purchaſe of any office in the 
church. And, whereſcever the church of God 
is to be found, it muſt be equal. wickedneſs 
now. If the caſe of Simon Magus is any. 
thing ſimilar to this, it mult be, in that the 

OBA which he Gown and _ to abuſe; 
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e ene Tepe d of 
| Gov, for the ſpreading and confirmation of that 
- Goſpel which the Apoſtles preached, and for 
the building up the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Simon, profanely ſuppoſing his money to be 
of equal value with them, would have pur- 
chaſed the power of conferring theſe gifts. 
on whom he pleaſed: And, it is probable, that 
he hoped by theſe means to have improved 
upon Chriſtianity, and have exalted himſelf at 
the head of ſome new religion more likely to 
ad with mankind. ET We may e con- 

5 T6: ſider 
1 Nu Gag . A6, 127 13. Oe > oF GTEIE 


| preaching the things concerning thi Kingdom of God and the name of Feſus 
Gin, ous beat, wenn Site Hine u uhh, and ws 


| boptized. 


— 


, 


% 
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* The Here Hiltorian evidently des 46 4 ho ehr profuſe 
which theſe people made of the Chriſtian Faith; in which Simon united 
with them ; partly, it ſhould ſeem, out of conformity to his neighbours. 
| This,with his propoſal afterwards to the Apoſtle;gave an early inſtance of 
that ſpirit which wrought ſo effectually in after times as to bring whole 
Nations and Kingdoms into a viſible profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 


Some devout adverſaries of the Chriſtian Faith have taken occaſion 
From this account of Simon Magus, to mantain that true Faith muſt be 
© ſomething more than believing the Truth : Becauſe that Simon himſelf 
© is ſaid to have believed. But it is certain that he greatly miſtook. the 
m6 when he thought that the gift of God might be purebaſed with 

Had he really underſtood and believed the preaching 'of Philip, 
"$008 hut hike hidectand Yock » thought, The Apoſtle John ſays, 
John v. 2. Wboſcover believarb that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God. 
When we, therefore, hear the wholeChriſtian world confeſſing this, inſome 
fenſe or other; we tnuſt conclude that there is ſome capital miſtake a- 
- bout Tux Turn, Which is the ground of their diſobedience to its 
Did they really underſtand and believe the preaching of the Apoſtles, they 
_ could not entertain the thought that the Church of Chriſt is converted 
into a national eſtabliſhment, 
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ba his exime ; 48 a ee of Aubrriox, 
Covx rousuxss and PROFANENESS. The latter 
of theſe, was the capital and diſtinguiſſing 


part of it. And in reſpect of this, modern 


Simomy, has no more real likeneſs to the crime 
of Simon Magus, than the national church has 


to the church of Chriſt. A clergyman of che 
eſtabliſned church may indeed imagine, that 
the gifts of God ſtand connected with a Rec- 
tory, &c. And in this apprehenſion, if he is 


| ſeeking to make money of them, he has, in 
the main, the ſame diſpoſition that Simon Ma- 


us had. His coytTousness and AMBITION 
are aggravated by intentional PROPANENESS ; 


abuſing the things which he profeſſes to hold. a- 
cred. But however plain it is, that a clergy- 


— — 


man may be covetous or ambitious, there is no 


aãdual profaneneſs in buying or ſelling any word- . 


h commodity: And ſuch "muſt eccleftaſtical 


preferments be accounted, ſince they have their 


origin and ſupport purely from human and 


wordly inſtitutions. They had their beginning 
when the kingdoms of this world became Carts: 
IAN ; that is, when real Chriſtianity ceaſed 


almoſt to be viſible: And new laws have 


become neceſſary for the regulation of eccleſiaſ- 
tical affairs; becauſe the original laws of Jeſus 


Chriſt by his Apoſtles, could never be made 


' tyitable to ſuch kind of churches; which com- | 


RIS WEIS. 
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3 ſorts of men; and Wdzect e 
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: comes it that the rights of preſentation are not 
held equally ſo. The original offices of the 
Chriſtian Church, could not be executed but by 
ſuch perſons as were choſen thereunto according 
to God's word: And their relation to their raſpec- 
tive flocks aroſe from divine inſtitutions: rhegwho 


choſe them had a divixe-right to. do it Would 
it not have been accounted horrid profanenieſs, 


for chat 


in. thoſe times, to have - 
right? If it is profane: (and in canbot olharwiſe- 


| | be fimoniacal) to offer money for a preſentation, | 


is ĩt not ſo to purchaſe theright.of preſentation, 
or the power of placing an officer in the ſup · 
poſed Church of God? If it reſts wit the Bi- 
ſhop, to admit a clerk to a living; yet ſtill the | 
patron is a principal party in his obtaining that 
_ hving, and being eſtabliſhed. as a- miniſter of 
religion among the people. Is there any cond 
| blance of. . inal this? 7.2673 


eben! is any fc, in- ae I pre- 04 
ferments, they muſt derive i it from the appoint- 
ment of God; and from a conformity in the- 


| circumſtances of them to the ofices and ond | 
| nances bed his Church, ber 


$1 


When 


„ 
. e e e 
ed by a perſuaſion of the Chriſtian Truth, and 
things weich the Apoſtles have taught chem to 
do; and living in love to one another, denying 
tlbemſelves for Chriſt's ſake ; we then ſee ſome- 
hat like the Chriſtian Churches, which are 
recommended as patterns of Chriſtian, obedi- 
enee, deſcribed in the New Teſtament. There 
Vas à ſuanctity in the office and employ- 
ment of their biſhops and deacons : All their 
worſhip and diſcipline was to be venerated on 
gecount'of divine inſtitution ; but we muſt con- 
found and deſtroy all proper uſe of theſe words, 
fatrtd and boly, if we ſuppoſe them applicable 
to human and wordly eftabliſhments. ;—to.a _ 
church eſſentially connected with national int- 
feſts to a religion which derives its authority 
A from the power of princes, and is regulated in 
its cuſtoms by the commandments of men. 
If, indeed, the old claim of ſucceſſion to the 
Apoſtles could be made out, it would be ſome- 
thing to the purpoſe ; but that has been long 
ago exploded, even by the admirers and ſup- 
porters of CHRISTIAN KD: How con- 
fiſtently with the reſt of "they" Principles, let 
them determine. dark) 


6 nx inended, by anything here id, to 
| vindicate S:mony, or covetous and el hay 


wo) 


t av ) 


tracts in matters of Religion; not even in the 

religion of Antichriſt. But, to ſhew that there 
is no likeneſs between ancient and modern Chri- 
ſtianity, between church preferment and the 
power of conferring the gifts of God; and, 
conſequently, that if there is any likeneſs. to 
Simon's crime at this day, it is found in all 
thoſe, who,” from ambition of dignities, and 
covetouſneſs of filthy lucre, have PROFANELY 
changed his religion into a worldly ſcheme; ſo 
that if there is any © deteſtable and execrable 
.* wickedneſs” before God, in theſe matters of 


eccleſiaſtical preferment, It is in HAVING ANY 
THING ro D WITH THEM AT III.. 


© * It rhay be proper here to aſſure the reader, that theſe earneft ex- 
preſſions ariſe from no. manner of defire to ſee any other form of na- 
tional religion take place of the preſent, The writer is ever ready to 
join with the clergy in praiſing the excellent conſtitution of Church and 
$ ny if it is not called Chriſtianity, but is allowed its proper character, 
worldly ſtem, In this view, it is an excellent ſcheme; He does not 
thi if there muſt be a national form of religion, that the preſent can 
be much mended. - Nor has he the leaſt inclination to take part in the 
_ labours of any fociety for Reformation of Manners; except it were in a 


ſociety, the members of which thould e to ** Wien 4 7 in 
nt themſelves, ' 


be pot yo 


>» 
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" Every corruption of the Religion of Jefus is certainly abominable 15 
fore God; but vengeance belongs only to him: and the diſpoſal of na- 
ons is Mar All that any advocate for Primitive Chriſtianity 


may do, is, to bear Teſtimony to it on any ſuitable 7 and to ex · 
emplify it as far as he can in his practice. 1 | 


The ſectaries of former ages, have been very juſtly condemned, not, 
wen a gn eo for Sr 29a." their 
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nn men n appear to i vy 1 it 
would be happy for them, that the ſollicitude 
of that conſcience ſhould be regulated by th 
word of the living God, and not by the doc-- 
trines or canons of men. Mr. M. refers us to 
the word of God for the origin of Simony: 
But if he had uniformly attended to that word, 
he could not have ſuppoſed that church to be | 
the church of Chriſt, which had committed forni- 
cation with the kings of the earth, which had ſet 
up a form of government for itſelf, more like 
the national religion of Iſrael, than the churches 
eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles. Were his conſci- 
ence duly affected with Peter's. © tremendous 
« reproof” of covetouſneſs and profaneneſs, 
he could not keep his place in a N | 
while it calls Jeſus Chriſt, Lonb, Logp,. has 
changed all his laws, or perverted them; and 
has, according to his own account, © learned to 
o * make laws for ſelf. . 
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notions upon other men; by power. And almoſt every ſect in its turn 
has been ambitious of reigning. It is the peculiarity of the Chriſtian re- 

| bgion; that its Diſciples cannot bope, nor have any reaſon ta wiſh for 
worldly power, or national eſtabliſhment, It is enough if they are ſuf- 
| fered by any government to have liberty of conſcience and they ought not 
to mean any greater affront than Jeſus himſelf intended to givethe world; 
when they confidently unite with him in declaring that its works are 
evil, Hx taught his Diſciples to render unto Caeſar the things that are 
Ceſars," But he never gave leave to the Clergy to render to Carſar the 
ay that are Gos. | | 


4 


| 2s. 
It may here be obſerved that Sinionly is 4 


| exinie utrerly contrary to the Gaxtvs of Chtiſti⸗ 
. -apiry; which propoſes to its adherents, no tem- 


oral honours, dignities or profits from their re- 
ion. The Diſciples of Chriſt in former times had 
no temptation to offer money for any place in 
die Church: For the moſt honourable employ- 
ments in it were ever attended with the greateſt 
{if-denial. Their elders wete encoutaged by 
a.promiſe, of aCrown of Glory, When the chief 
| Shepherd ſhould appear. Their ſubſiſtance in 
this world was provided for by himſelf; Their 
Lon b ordained that they who preached the Goſpel 
Hould libe of the. Goſpel : That tbe Elders who 

ruled well ſhould be counted worthy of vovsLE 


| 8 Hayovs, eſpecially they who LanourtD in the 


word and doftrine, Lt him (faith the Apoſtle 
0 the Galatians, c. vi. 6.) that is taught in the 
word communicate unto bim that teatheth, in all 
| good things. © At the ſame time they were not 
ſiuffered to be burthenſome to their poor Bre- 
thren ; but they were required by the Apoſtle, 
. to labour with their own hands, and thus ſupport 
| the weak ; remembring . . Lord 
Jeſes, bow be ſaid, it is more bleſſed to give than 
to receive: AQs xx. 35. Such were the inſti- 
tutions of -Jeſus-Chriſt. And they were a ſuf- 
| Heeient guard againſt corrupt practices and pro- 
| de Very. 5 regarding 


— 


Wt 
his laws," vi n Lanaee,; 


ſubmit to this-6rder. And fy can haver n 


ſtatutes or canons „ 1 
and N 12.98 e 


1 ſpirit © of the * ee 
ligion is ſueh s gives ſome: fair countenance to 
Simony, notwithſtanding it has provicled laws 
againft it: + For that religion evidently Pro- 
poſes to its followers, peace; reputation and 
affluence in this. world. It is: calculated. to ek. 


cite. the early. ambition of. the Clergy,. by the Ie”. 


various dignities and profits which are hand - 
toit. And) abe are for t the moſt part publicly 
educated with the view- of obtaining a good 
livelihood by their religious offces. The law 
indeed for decency's ſake, lays. ſome reſtraint 
upon them. But is there any thing mate na- 
tural to an induſtrious man than the improving 


the advantages of his education ee 
for which be. received. them? e e 


A . 4 


It might nar ludicrous and oe o 4 
ſuggeſt that. the profits of a hviog, are held, 
among the, Clergy : as the molt ſacred of all is 


circumſtances. But we have much mote than 


aaf andi iet in 9 
74 . $43 1 account. "© 


Feng of oma lomo rat yt cm, 
enn wiſe needful in the primitive ages, 
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eee ee the ſenſe o his Bre- 
thren upon it. This will be evident if we con- 
ſider his application of the hiſtory of Simon 
Magus to the preſent times, p. vi. Intr. The 
Letter of Simon's crime can hardly” now be 
found; but the ſpirit and eſſence of it hath 
deen found in all-who would ſell or purchaſe | 
« eccleſiaſtical preferments, in order to make 
« 2 gain thereby : Now the profanenefs of 
Simon's crime aroſe from the divine excellency 
of the gifts; and his ſordid covetionſneſs had 
this aggravation, that he would have gratified 


e it by an abuſe of the moſt ſacred benefits. At 


this the rebuke of the Apoſtle is pointed. Acts 
viii. 20. Thou haſt thought that tbe Gift ef God 
nc be purchaſed-wvith money. If there is the 
Spirit and eſſencr of the fame crime in thoſe who 
would buy or fell;eccleſiaſticat preferment,” it 
muſt be owing to a likeneſs between thoſe gifts 
and theſe preferments. By preſentation to a 
benefice a Clergyman obtains theſe two things; 
an opportunity to perform the ſervices of his 
Miniſtry; and the "temporal profits. If he A 
attempts to purchaſe ſuch preſentation; the 
latter is unqueſtionably his object. If it were 5 
=_—_ there would be no evil in the attempt. 
Let the profits be excluded; and ſuppoſe a 
Clergyman fervently deſirous to preach the 
| * to Ab. — r that he 


cannot 


. wa 


cannot do it without purchaſing 2 convenient 
- ſituation, &c. Would he be guilty of Simony 
if he laid out the beſt part of his fortune to do 
good? Were the Apoſtles Simoniacal becauſe 


they were willing to ſpend and be ſpent: for the, 


ſervice of the Goſpel? No ſtatutes, no canons, 
no oath would be neceſſary, if there were no 
pecuniary advantages, or worldly honours 
annexed to the beneſice. Theſe are then che 
Eſentials of eccleſiaſtical preferment. And 
theſe are the benefits which, in the eſtimation 
af ſome men, are worthy to be compared with 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. But dan we with 
any reverence of the Holy Ghoſt, imagine that 
the earthly dignities conferred by one man up- 


on another, are to be named in ſuch connection | 


with the gifts of God? Or, that a man quali- 
| fied/according to human laws, and authorized 


by the civil government, to preach once or 


twice a week, and perform certain ceremonies 


eſtabliſhed by the wiſdom of men, is to have a | 
ſhare of that veneration which was due to the | 


Apoſtles of Chriſt; inſpired of God, and in- 
dued with powers from on high? The ſug- 


geſtion is a near approach to blaſphemy : Yer 


| it is not very inconſiſtent with the firſt principles 


of all national religion: And it is the plain 


meaning of Mr. M.'s doctrine, 1 urn the 
and eſſence of SIMOny. . 1 


'E* Upon | 


— 


" 


* 


g the eee who 
| hive habftually ſubjected their Bibles and their 
Snfcientes to ecclefiaflical authority. 
aul 7earped in general wil hold by the religion 
that is In mot 


ble do the majority). 
16: And every atvempt to revive it Will b as 
ridiculous, as itſelf ever was te the pots Jews 
ard the refined Gretks. But thoſe who have 
an ear to give tothe Scripeares, and are eue 
of the divite authority) Which appears in chem, 


while they are er hai ; the Wing s 


© Gov is able to thakt- them wiſe with Salvation.” 
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It may be defirable 10 ſome: few: perſons to | 
Ae e Golly whos What principles this op- - . 
| poſition tothe Religion of the Clergy is found- | 

ed. They have been often oppoſed upon very 
bad principles, upon principles of lihertiniſm; 
and from an abhorrence of every thing that has 
ſome of theta have acted very inconfiſtently 
with their profeſſion is with perſons of this aa 
with contempt. It muſt however be acknow- 
| ledged, that the condud of the Clergy is, in 
Aut it is nat to be wondered at that Free-Fhink- - 
en ingeneral ſhould abide hy their objeftions to 


_ *Chriffiouity, when, with {o much profeſſion of 
| 4, ät is not. tobe ſeen exemplified either in che 
Eftabliſhed Church, or among the m 


 gregations «hat have long diſſented from that 
Church. Not that thoſe men would like 
Ohriſtianity, were they to ſee it in its ſimpligi- 
cy, any more than the SabDucRESA did. But it 
muſt have a conſtant tendency to confirm their 
unbelief, to ſee that the advocates of religion 
| have themſelves. deſerted, or grofly, corrupted: ' 
| the Golpel. That the plain doctrine whic the 
5 n 1 6 Son 
of 


. 


D PCR 


| —_ „ UNI or to the 
mere moral philoſophy of the ancient Gentiles : 
That the ſimplicity of manners and uniformity 
of ſubjection to the Apoſtles words ; the 
fervent charity, and chearful ſelf-denial, of 
the firſt Chriſtians, is ſupplanted by conformity 
to this world; by a veneration for Ravr's 5/by 
an unlimited complaiſance in religion and al- 
lowed ſelf. indulgence in life. It muſt have a 
"tendency to make any ſober man an Infidel, 
i he is required to believe that 118 1s CHRIS 
T1ANITY. But ſuch corruptions of the truth are 
far from carrying with them any evidence a- 
gainſt the Apoſtolic Teſtimony :' They rather 
ſerve to confirm our confidence in itz". becauſe 
its words are hereby fullfilled.” + There were 
falſe Prophets among * the prople, even as there 
Hall be falſe Teachers among you, who' privily 
Hall bring in damnable ber ges, even denying the 
Tord that 2 bt them, and bring upon themſelves 


| eit deſtruttion. AxD "MANY SHALL TOL LOW 
' THEIR PERNICIOUS Wars, [BY REASON OF[/WHOM | 
"THE War or Txurn snALL BE EVIL sroxEN 
. ; 2 . ; . Al 7847 3»... 4% 


al . ; | . [4 ; 


1 we conſider 1 Goo Confxsslon | 
which ** eſus Chriſt witneſſed before Pontivs 
— Pilate, 


4 


5 N TRIED 


7 (29). 

Pilate, we may ee the Gram evil of all 
theſe corruptions. John xvill. 36, 37. Jeſus" 
faid, My KIxopon 18 or or Tuts WorLD :* 
If my Kingdom were of this World than would my 
ſervants fight, that T ſhould not be delivered to th 
Jews: But now is my Kingdom not from hence. 
Pilate therefore ſaid unto him, art thou a King 
then ? Jeſus anſwered, thou ſayeſt that I am 4 
King.” To this end was 1 born, and for this 
- cauſe came I into the World, that I ſbould bear 
witneſs unto the Truth. | EveRY ONE THAT is 
OF THE Taurn HEARETH MY Vortex. . 


i: Jeng Chriſt confeſſes himſelf to be a King . 
Abd the account he gives of his Kingdom is 
correſpondent to the Prophecies which were 
publiſhed concerning it in ancient times. It 

is this Kingdom of which the Prophet Daniel 
aid, + that it ſhould be ſet up by the God of 
Heaven and ſhould never be deftroyed ; that it. 
- ſhould not be left to other people, but ſhould break 
in pieces and conſume all the other Kingdoms, 
and ſtand for ever. It is called by Jonm the 
BayrisT and by J ESUS HANES] the rd ” 


Heaven. | 
\ | 3 


| "He De by this Ci 4 it was Ae 
8 fuck a Kingdom as could ** interfere with 
5 e . 
. 4 e Agee 
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br ;/ nor could at all anſwer, the earthly ex- 
 pectations of the Jews, There was no oc- 
. caſion- for the power of the ſword ; nor had it 
ny dependance on the uſual means 255 
of the Warld ace ſupported. | 


* 
1 N 
* 8 5 ; #1 . . * . 
** 


e AG eld aul be 
from one that is, by the thing 
that are Spiritual and Heavenly. II it is ſet up in 
this World, it muſt be in ſome neſpefts con- 
. nefted with earthly things: becauſe 2 part of 
his ſubjects are on Earth. But ſo far as it is a 
Kingdom of Chriſt, it is Spiritual. He ſays of 
nis Diſciples, ibey are not of the Maid even 
4 an not of the World : And they are deſ- 
| ©ribed mm his reply to Pilate hy thin, as 4beir 
character, that they are of the 
-Inuth. and hrur bis udicr. "Theſe are the ſame 


for whom he prayed in the x57 th Jon even, 


eee and all who believe an him thro 


) ü . 


"Cat is illuſtrated by the Hiſtory 
We Chriſtian Churches i in .the-AcTs or THE. 
Arosriks. We there ſee how the Kin 
of Heaven was — The "OE of 


| n — IM. wr 4b a 1 
 reetived their word, were Banned; and tb 
Lorl added to the Church daily fueh-as Joould be 
ſeved. The numbers converted. unto God at 
8 Jeruſalem, were afterward. di ſperied ; and thus 
became the inſtruments of ſpreading. the know-. 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt. The Apoſtles alſo were 
ſent by the direction of Heaven, to convey the 
Goſpel, not only to the Jes ſcattered abroad, 
but likewiſe to the Gentiles, . And thoſe who. 
believed. and made profeſſion. of the fan, 
were collected into ſocieties and were called 
Cnvnchzs. Theſe were compoſed, only of 
tick partbas is appeared to bs of the Yrath, ot 
to believe the Teſtimony concerning JE 
Cunisr, Tur TRUE GoD AND ETERNAL Lies. 
They had officers ordained in them; who are 
Addreſſed under the titles ö Bisnors or ELbERs, 
and Dracons. + As the Apoſtles were faith - 
ful men, they taught the Diſciples to do what- 
Toever Chriſt had commanded them. Accord: 
ingly it is ſaid, they continued ſeedfafth in the ; 
Apoſtles doftrine and 1 fellowſhip, and in breaking - 4 
| bread and in prayers. And, at the firſt, the 
influence of divine authority and love was 
Anda, manifeſted in their * the 
f 7 Neu 


+ ba 2 „„ 
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N e 


Vw? Commandment of der K For, 
. when the exigence of circumſtances required 


5 it, eee ee — _ 00" | 
| 88 every W 0s 


. 


Thus the Kingdom & Chriſt was eſtabliſhed | 


With all poſſible evidence that. it was not of 
this World. What laws were given, were of 


Diyinz Orton and AvuTaority :, They were 


| f Held ſuperior to all other laws. © We ought, 


fay the fervants of Jesvs, 1 obey God rather 


than _ man. What power appeared, was the 
„ Powzn or Gon; working in a miraculous 


manner and with ſupernatural efficacy. The 
DESIGN of this extraordinary interpoſition. of 
Hzave) x vas not to reftore the Kingdom to. Iſrael, 


; or to beſtow the honours or the riches of the 
World upon the followers of Chriſt but to 


deliver them from the preſent. evil world, and 
fave them from periſhing in the deſtruction 


Which awaits it. So far were they from being 
allowed the hope of reigning in this life, that 
they were affured of being expoſed to poverty, 


contempt, and every form of perſecution. Nei- 


ther their principles: nor practices were conform- 


able to this world. Neither were their hopes 


not fears to be engaged by the concerns of it : 
But they wete to wait for tlie return of the 
Loup Ixsus Cunisr, and expect to reign with 
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„„ and Meh? 
1 W 
ſelves Strangers and Piqprims on the Earth. And 
lobed for a City, as the Pattiarchs before em 


had done; tubicb had Foundations ; whoſe Build. 
er iid Moker was God; The fource of that 
— concord and fervent affection 


not- an uon of civil e the like 
neſs of education and temper, bur tiieir com- 
mom faith in the divine Saviour. They loved 


one another for the truth ſake dwelling in them 


For they had all found enough in the death and 


tefybreRon'of Jes wo give them lively hops 
of mercy, and free acceſs to Gods | 


0 Sock were the ſubjects of Jeſs; 4 ws | 
kin Kingdom, according to the divine records 

co the New Teſtariient, If it was 81s deſign 

that any eſſential alteration ſhould take place 


in it, we might expect to find ſome prophecy 5 1 


concerning this, The Apoſtles have indeed 
very clearly prophecied * that,” in the latter 
times ſome would F from the Faith, giving 
heed to ſeducing Spirits : That there would come = 
Wh 8 falling tay, and the man of fort be revealed. + 
The time is likewiſe ſpoken of in the book of 


Ryyf@arion, hex, n the Hundi af the 


363 Þ Tk CITY nA — 


- ſeventh Khghl; „ 
of this World art become the Kingdoms of our Lord 

and of bis Chri *. and be ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. But there is not the leaſt prediction im- 


porting, that the Kingdom of the Loxp and 
his Car1sT ſhould become 2 Kingdom of tbis 


World. Nor can it be any how proved that 
when the nations became Chriſtian, they were 
in any other ſenſe the Kingdoms of Chriſt than 

they were before. But on the contrary, it is 
a certain fact that» then Chriſtianity was more 
abundantly corrupted. And, indeed, it could 
never have had ſuch an extenſive inlluence over 
the nations, if it had not been greatly changed, 


and exquiſitely adapted to OED the reigning | 
luſts of tne; Wen heart. 28 Ly i 


Ft, The 
Neg . K 8 
* Dr. Nzwrox in his Diſertatien on the 8 8 
| commenting on Rev, ii, 53. She brought forth a man child who was te 
rule all nations, obſerves that ©.it was predicted that Chriſt ſhould rule 
over the nations: (Pſal. ii. 9.) And he adds, (t but Chriſt, who is hin- 
« ſelf inviſible in the Heavens, ruleth viſibly in Chriſtian Magiſtrates, 
« Princes, and Emperor. By the man-child, , he ſuppoſes Conſtan- 
| tine «was particularly intended —that he” vas caughtup unto the Throne 
G; he was not only ſecured by the divine protection, but was ad- 
| ne ina ons code ge There fi for (Rom. xiii. 
n rn 
A 
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In the at Interview Which pes Cheilh had with his Diſciple he 
ſaid to them, All power is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth : Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, Ct. Matt. xxviii. 18—20, This power be- 
came viſible in the propagation of his Goſpel ; And the grand any 


- 


45) w 


* e facred writings of the New Teſtament | 
are the only ſtandard by which to judge of Re- 
ligion; ſince the aſcenſion of Ixsus Cukis r, and 
the deceaſe of his Apoſtles.” We have ſeen; 
what his Religion was in its original eſtabliſn- 
| ment: Let us compare with it the eſtabliſhed | 
A885 of is % "i in this manner, (John . 2.) 2 120 
given bim power over all Fi, chat he ſhould give Exxinar LIE 75 
at many as thou baſt given bim. But we no where read in the New Teſ- 
tament of his “ ruling viſibly in Chriſtian Magiſtrates, Princes, d 


140 Emperors. a The great object oftheſe powers is the TxMyor Ar life of 
men. They.are ordained of God for the peace of ſaciety : For the puniſh» - 


0 nent of cuil dvers, and fun the praiſe of them that dp well. And when Paul 


declares that the powers which be are ordained of Gad, he ſpeaks of the 


Harn Magiftrates, &c. then exiſting, It is equally applicable 


indeed to thoſe called Cun1sTIAN MAGISTAATES. But did not 
Chriſt rule viſibly” in the former as much as he does in the latter ? 


Or are we to underftind that Conſtantine and all his ſucceſſors, that the | 


Popes of Rome, the Emperors of Germany, the Kings of France and 
&c, were all viS1mLE nen of Ixa us n. 
in their reſpeRtive governments. 


The LEARNED InTzaPat7ER of the eb denten 
in the ſame volume, p. 239. told us, that « the Image and Repreſentative 
cc of the BN AS (mentioned in Rev. xii.) is the Porz, and the tao * 


horned beaff js the Roman Church.” p. 234+ Now by the fame arguments 
| which prove that the Pope and the Church ſubje& to are Anti- 


chriſtian, wefhall bevbliged to conclude that all national Churches are 


ſo likewiſe : for hoſe are proved to be ſuch, by their corrupting the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, changing his laws and eftabliſhing in his name 
a "worldly Religion, And theſe have done likewiſe, If this reſpectable 
writep had not been mifled by the confuſed idea of popular and national 
 Chriſtiqnity, but had obtained his ideas of Chriſt's Kingdom from 
nis Conrzss10 before Pilate and the Apoſtolical Explanation of it, 
we might have expected a grand illuſtration of theſe prophecies from ſo 
fc abe accuſtomed e and n and ann 
knowledge. 8 
e's „* Religion 


- 


* 


RD monies. 
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e ende dess Bom Cen- 
anity in moſt; if not all, of choſe circumſtances 
. which- diſtinguiſned the Kingdom of Chriſt 
. 


el Jeſus Chriſt in bis Church, che ſovereign of 
the nation is the ayowed bead of the Church of 
England; and this is not in name only but in 

Poer. The laws vf eccleſiaſtical governments 
are moſt of them purely human, or, if originally 
_ - divine, they are applied to things quite differ- 
ent from their firſt intention. The chief officers 
are ſuch as have not even a name in the ſacred 


eƷeecords: and, as the epi, mag ifrate has un 


influence in the Church, ſo have ſome of theſe in 


| * the State. The Church and State are not only 


allied, but have an eſſential dependance one 


2 2 on the other. The ſubjects of this mixed king. 


dom are not diſtinguiſhed from the world by 
. e Truth ; but by owning the 
orityand ſubmitting to the rites and cere- 
the eſtabliſhment. If there are 
thoſe WhO conſider themſelves in ſome ſenſe | 
pilgrims-and "ſtrangers on earth; all pretence 
character would be ridiculous among 
the majority of them. And, on che other 
Band, many ſuch characters. as were carefully 
e from the CUM ba 'by the 


e Peng 


* 


but even atolerableiſhare of reputation, * 
nation of Chriſtians; ſuch as the ene 
the any” emmlenen &c. 9" SEE. 

yet a continuance in the ee # The, 
diſcipline by which che Churches, ef Cid, 
' were preſerved from ſuch unclean fellowſhip; 
could not poſſibly, be maintained in the Church 
E eee 


4 ad has + ——_— 4 Ny — 2096 | 
wherein his own laws cannot be executed :, 
And the ſubjects of which may live in oppo». 
ſuion to them witkont controul. That muſt 
be a Kingdom of ibis World, which is ſubje&. 
to an earthly head, dependant on the uſual 


ſupport of worldly government, and chiefly. 
calonlated to FRO. the civil intereſts of - 
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. 4 „ 8 Sn 
held between civil and ecclefiaſtical matters in 
the national eſtabliſnment. But iti is not ſuch 
as will at all invalidate what is here urged #0. 
ſhew, that there is no. Eſential Likeneſs between 
the Char: b of England and the Church of Thin: 
yy. it could be proved that che former ds 

ed e 


(38 _ 

uihes to the fame head,” is ſtablithed on che 
fame principles, is governed by the ſame laws; 
and ſupported by the fame means as the 
Churches, formed by the Apoſtles, were. Or 
unleſs we have ſome other authentic revelation 
than what the New Teſtament contains, by 
which to-form * 
cue 


e — 5 the: eſtabliſhed Religion 
are ſuppoſed to be of one mind about the canon | 
of Scripture, and to give up every pretence to 
modern revelations ; the only principle on 
_ which they can attempt a vindication in this 
matter is, one or the other of theſe, either, that | 
I the inflitutions of the Moſaic Religion are a proper 
pattern, and a ſufficient warrant for the national 
|  eftabliſhment : or, that Chriſt left the affairs of 
8 Kingdom af tie pics Loot here 


I the former is 3uſts FR 1 ehe 
to be uniformly followed ?—But how * 
| hall: we underſtand the Conrzssron before 
Pontius Pilate ? Could Chrift With any truth 
dtceclare chat his Kingdom was not of this World, 
and this, in reply to che queſtion, art thou'the 


USES *Y of the thn, 3 if he came into the World to 


W dom Ar Gentiles ant the 4 8 
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it ne latter is true, it muſt equally oppoſe, | 
= Coxrkssiox: for a Kingdom left to the 
direction of human prudence, is a worldly. 
N ſtill; whatever concern it may have 
with Religion. But there is not the leaſt 
foundation in the Scriptures for ſuch a thought. 
On the contrary, the Church of the living God 
which be hath redeemed by his Blood, is there 
repreſented as ſubje& to Him and Him alone 
in the matters of Religion: and ſhould it he 
otherwiſe, it muſt. involve the Church in the 
utmoſt confuſion, or expoſe his authority to 
contempt. For if, by the dictates of human 
prudence, a general, uniformity, is enforced on 
the conſciences of men, they mult either ſub- 
mit to man, in ſuch a manner as they — 9 
ſubmit only. to God : IE e 
break! in en a e, 


What were the: conſequences. of. 8 
och religious uniformity in former times, is 
well enough known. And. all parties feel the 
benefit of toleration. But theſe times of liber-, 
ty have contributed not a little toward. 
the Antichriſtian cauſe, and ſhewing the yanity, 
of every pretence to Chriſtianity: in the national 
Church. The uniformity of Cagasr's Diſciples 
in the faith and obedience of the Goſpel, was 
very cog and NCR: : and it 1 * 


out 


A 

te be an evidence of his: vine 

N al might bg 
lar the Veri might hum tbat the Father 

A ſent bin. + Therefore when Paul 7 

te Livilions of the Chutth at Corinth, be a- 
lamed them wich this thought, 3 4 

| ee de ans 8 N Ms 
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which party of the eſtabliment ſhall we find 


tat Church? Among thoſe who are agreed to 
Jeſus Chriſt as Go? Or thoſe who 


1 believe him t be only a'Creature like them- 


- 


| © fires? lo it 0 e een thoſe, who 
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they are not agreed even in the' firſt be | 
of Chriſtianity, reſpecting the falvation of the 
- guilty : from this irappeats' that the eſtabliſhed |, 
Church has no relation to that Church of Jeſus _ 
Chriſt, of which the Apoſtles ſpake, ſaying, +. 
There is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of you calling 3 one Lord, one + 4 
1 Faith, and Ms + one e and Father po 2 


"e's was never more than one "rational 7 
Church eſtabliſhed of God, viz. the Church of - 
ISA ABEL; which had peculiar ordinances of divine | 
725 and a worldly Sanfuary : Theſe were 
figures for the time then preſent, till Chriſt ſhould. Wo 
come. That nation, with all the inſtitutions - 
of its Religion, were long ago made to ceaſe _ 
by the hand of God, according to the antient 
predictions. Every national eſtabliſhment of 
Religion ſince then, does, in effect, dem tbat 
Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. So conſiderable 


. the wg e to real neee e „ 


7 7 us now. — the appearances of Re. 
ligion among the many ſects, diſſenting from ; 
the ESTABLISHMENT. It muſt be acknowledged 
concerning ſome ſocieties among the Dissen- + 
"ht Wnt * have rather more the Form of 

6 e 


N t Eph, IV. 4. a - | Ter F | 
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] Gull, than any national Church can 1 
of. But it differs in general fram that Which 
= . Was enforced by the ares of Jeſus Chriſt ; 


j which - conſiſted in keeping his Crmmind- 
. ments, and proceeded from a conviction of the. 
3 "AB trhified by the Apoſtles. Was 


1 The congregations of DuszMTERS in "this 
# ay are numerous, and 6f different perſuaſions. 
Thule moſt reputable among them are thoſe who 
| \ have the moſt Charity; or, (which is now, the 

ſame thing) who are ,the leaſt tenacious of any 
religious principles. Theſe have been reproach- 
_— followers of Azws and Socmus, by the 
more Han ; Weg N WY Sar. 
VII. | 


* 
e 


Without indulging an Maryan tes 
- gina reaſons of Diſſent, it may fuffice briefly 
to examine the claim of the diſſenting Churches, 
8 41 they mow fand, to be the Churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt. If they are al of them ſuch, the Re- 
lion of Jeſus muſt be accounited a confuſed 

Medley of inconſiſtent doctrines and practices. 
Por there is a very wide diſagreement among 

them, concerning both. If there is am one of 
them a Church of Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt appear 
by the unanimity of its members in believing 


the Garn and obeying i ir. And ve He / 
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33 ta: "ON 
955 walking i in love, mantain ning ing that 4055 . 
Did and 
Gop eftablifl 
: - 48, u Tx n the 
ad ü to be true of any ſociety. among the 
various denominations. +: So far from it, they 


in the antient Churches, Where-' 


fe for the, moſt part agreed to fer allde chat 
order and diſcipline as being proper only in 
times, and diſtant countries; 8 


unfuitable to the preſent ſtate of mankind. | 


2. n 


bs e readin Per wy 


: of the firiteft” congregations, totally laid aſide; 


to give. the preacher a more enlarged oppor- 
tunity af diſplaying his talent and the wow: 
hy the advantage © of better em. 


They altemble © on the Sabbath, * e 
Biznor OR ELDER,. or at. leaſt one who leads 
the worſhip and the religious concerns of the 

ople : thus, holding i in contempt-the wiſdom. 
& oy Hol oY Ghoſt, who directed the Apoſtles | 
LDERS in every Church ; Acts xiv. 


2 235 h muſt N chat there ould de F 


two at leaſt. 4 T 


TTT Nause, InDbETZMDAN Te, ar fog ay rather . 
to be called) Conoxx&aTIONAL cube e, Wake, Qua. 
Ant and METAUod ts rs. 


| N 1 Tho Churth of Bagland, as it would Be, bes tugionlly 


any conformity to this; for, inftead of plurality of officers in eac 5 


eee eee 


A : 


di 2 : which 6's Wispon or | 
tricteſt enquiry, we thall hatdly | 


* 


* 


* 95 


3 Ay 88 

They y cuſirar among themſelvea ſuch idea 
FFF 
mother Kind of ſalemaity than what at At be 
longed to it. If we attend to the moſt of their 
ſacramental diſcourſes, we ſhall find room to 
ſuſpect that this divine ordinance is ſcarcely 


conſidered as a facred' token of FsLLowsn1e 
and Union in the Goſpel : But that the chief 
end'of it is to animate the private devotion of 
the attendants. And, as fits of affetion are apt | 
to be weakened by very frequent returns, they 
have thought it beſt to repeat the ſolemn cere- 
mony 1 not Fan chan once o month. . 155 


* 13 


The 15501 eu K den Chet 


| was to tome together on be firſt day of the week to 


break bread: Acts xx. 7. They were taught to 
ſanctify that, day by celebrating the praiſes of 
Him who was delivered for their offences and 
raiſed again for their juſtification : + which they 


did by obſerving the ordinances that were pro- 


per to the Sabbath. They had fellowſhip one 
with another as members of the Body of Chriſt ; 
_ reaſon ging bi Faith, in 2 10 d 


in n Charity. 


Nod, che 3 Churches, W many 27 
"hs diſagreements among their members about 
ie F aith or Doctrine of Chriſt, and 8 appre- 

ON woo 5 OR 


R 


„ t. 


7 


Unen is te have their +: 
want of Unity in the Chriſtian Doctrine ſu . 
plied chiefiy in theſe to ways, viz. By inni-- 
formity of Chriſtian experiences: And, by a pe- 
culiar growth of Carry. The former is the 
principal Cement of the . Oribodox' Churches. 
The latter has flouriſhed chern . the ; 
we and liberal ſocieties.” 1 7 ig On 
The e eat ene of Chiiſtian ae 3 

ences, and theiruſs.for the purpoſe mentioned, © 
may be-briefly-explained thus: the diſtinguiſu — 
ing marks of converſion to God, and of being | SO 

Chriſtians, are ſuppoſed to conſiſt in a certain 
ſecret operation of the Spirit f Cod, diſtin@ © 

from any knowledge or conviction of the Tru 
entirely changing the fate of - a perſon; and 0 
bringing him to a devout and ſober life: ſo tay, "4 
| whereas he has been hitherto wicked, in a ſtate 

of enmity to God, and of condemnation ; he 
is no become a friend to Religion, a gracious 
- perſon, and is juſtified. Upon this principle, 
the conſcience of a guilty man is relieved, not 
by believing, upon divine teſtimony, that . 
is forgiveneſs with God; for, he takes it for + 
granted that God will be merciful to them that 
are properly qualified :" not by what is revealed 


| Concerning the obedience of Jeſus unto death 


for the yy 8 for chis is ſuited to comfort 
AE EE other 


5 "Ws 


| Miniſter, ate admitted, if the deſcription an- 


ſwers to the general erperienet of the fociery. 
IT)bere is alſo ſometimes 
_ feſſion of general articles af Faith, . But as the 


n . 0 eb 


. mas vnderſtande vn TAN but by urs teaching; or believes it, but 


(485 


other-findery equally wich himſelf—Pur' his 


peace, and hope ariſe from the fancied ametid: 


ment of his heart, and the change which gives 


him a fuperiority to the profane world, and 
ſoine pecularright 1 Y e N _ 


5 en LIN 17 0 {SK 


There are many "lifferont, pense of this 


change; by which the ſubjects of it become 
ä one another: and thoſe whÄH 


find theſe favourable hmptomt about them, and 


8 re inclined to give a deſcription of them before 


the Church, in thing or by the mouth of the 


required a ſhort con- 


Bond of Union is a MUTUAL G00D 0P1N1oN of their 


17 0 
N | * 


"Herein, Fe we a PEE of 8 


and happineſs entirely unknowh to the primi- 
- tive Chriſtians, who finding about themſelves. no 

- . other character than that of ſinners, had no other 
| ſource of hope and comfort but the Righteouſ- 5 


. [+ They who cance ſpoik with rovereccs of ibis. imdginary change, 
. are commonly charged, with denying the Work of the Holy Spirit ; and 


the charge is held as good, even though they ſuould openly maintain that no 


* ur * or obeys it, but thro a1x influence a as 


neſs 


45 


e (4) 

neſs and Mercy of the Drvixs Sayious. A 

on this their Charity was founded.” Whereas 

ir would but little affect the confidence of the 

, - moſt experienced Chriſtians of this ſort if the 

Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt could be proved to be 

only a cunningly deviſed Fable, For their cm. 

fort does not depend upon its being rue: but 

upon the perſonal reaſons they have to think. | | 
dn de n chew che phi; en, 1 


The Apoſtles, while they held forth a Doc- bn 
trine ſufficient to make all men happy who be. 
lieved it; maintained chat the certain Fruit of - 
that Faith was Love to Chriſt, and the Bre-. q 
thren * Love, not in Word only but in Deed and in, 
Truth ; manifeſted by actions of kindneſs, and. 
proceeding from affection to what they belieyed.. ” 
This was the great evidence of their having, 1M 
- paſſed fr om Death to Life, Now it muſt greatly, 
alter the caſe, if the love of Chriſtians is to. 
proceed from other conſiderations. than thele.. 
If they do not love one another for che Trutb 
Sate, they do not love as Bretbren in Jeſus 
a Chriſt. If they profeſs to love thoſe a Brethren, Wn 
who pervert that Truth, they, in effect, pervert. Y. 
it themſelves, If they account thoſe to be their. 
e who. ee che inſtitutions of J - 


(#3 1 


Chriſt, they. Lead ates of oppoſing them 
too: — APY EPI 
his Diſples. | 


* * 4 « 
L o 


Wt. Another Sn n 8 for the 
unt of Cbriſtian Unity is the Catholic Charity, 
” whichislike the Charity commended by Pavr, 
—- in only this one circumſtance that it growerh ex- 
ceedinglyin moſt of the Churches. Among the 
ſtricter ſort, it goes chiefly under the name of 
FonggAnANMch. We ſhall be much miſtaken 
if we think that, by this ſoft and agreeable 
word, is chiefly meant the tenderneſs and com- 
| | paſſion inculcated by the precepts of Jeſus 
1 Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. ke Arietly means an 
WET: agreement to differ quietly, about the Doc- 
nh trines and Commandments of the Goſpel with- 
| out interruption of viſible fellowſhip. They 
XK diſtinguiſh carefully between fundamentals, or 
| _ things neceſſary to be believed and practiſed; 
| and circumſtantiali, or things that are indifferent. 
No whatever foundation there may be for 
_—— ſuch a diſtinction in human ſyſtems of religion; it 
certainly looks very ill- becoming in the Churches 
of Chriſt to queſtion how far ur is to be believed 
and obeyed. Our modern Churches have not 
indeed, quite ſettled this matter. But they 
have nearly agreed to hold all thoſe things in- 
Xe different which would be inconvenient and diſ- 
ö . 50 e | 


0 49 ) 
8 and to have communion together 


ab e 5 


forefathers, . 


r Yo . 3 
e 1. 4 Fu 1 2 * y 248 


9 Many r Nad winks of Jeſs Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles are treated with high contempt 
by the advocates of this forbearance : ſuch as the 

rule of offences in the 18th Mar THZW; the 
prohibitions concerning treaſuring up riches | 
on Earth, in 5th Marr. and elſewhere ; the 
imitation of Chriſt's humility and kindneſs, 
_ enjoined in 13th Jom, 14, 15. Theſe, and 

various other things, held ſacred among che 
Chriſtians, are held even ridiculous among 
the modern profeſſors of religion: The com- 
mon peop le are perſuaded to believe that all. 
the antient inſtitutions of Chriſtianity were 
merely local and temporary, - excepting ſuch as 
the learned have agreed to be ſuitable to theſe 

times; or, which have been cuſtomarily ob- 
ſerved by their predeceſſors. But it would 
well become the Doctors M Divinity; to 


1 


ſhew by what Aurnokrry any injunction of 


| God can be revoked, beſides nis own : or, 
| how any man's conſcience can be lawfully re- 


teaſed by cuſtom; example, or human authority, 
from obſerving ſuch things as were Wen r | 


| * "ti bis nome. 
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1 * the le wo to the Wars, hb . 


quit eee 1 
: bearing. one ne 8 
© other. Hamed, 1 5 laws Were en, 

3 = | 7 bis love f the moſt fexvent love that 


vas ever ſhewn among wen, directed, rein- 5 
3 7 fallible wiſdom. Whoaſoever therefore would 7 
=p 5 aobliterate themꝭ or any ho attempt to changaeg 

a tees muſt er ppt himſelf wiſer than 
1 — — — — by an enormem Srbr- 
1 e dee the ſpirin M eee 


= 36 n vida LO Cas SI bane 5:3 * 
|  .  Altho', the, mode CAR cv wears yery | 
5 ch the appearance. c of f hum {ty bal 


Vun to men, yer it ſtands nd ſo 
=. to that love of THE Taurz by ohh N 
. tive "Chriſtians Were difting e ied : info 
ches f any ſuch Churches ſhould Dar APPEAT, | 
© a thoſe do bam the : 


1a | 1 
1 e er bear.raprageh | 


. "7 51 pl 
* more thinking part of lol 
88 kl what A have ariſen fr 
| | contentions about Truth, and being, perha rha 
- @ little ſeeptically inclined, have found it moſt 
deſireable to let Truth alone; and to concern 
themſelves. chien about living "profitably in 
Civil ſociety. To be of ſome relgion is but de: 
cent. And the intereſts of human life require 
that it be popular and compliant. If meg 
have different notions of Jeſus: Chriſt, his Di- 
vinity, his Sacrifice, his Kingdom, and che 
Cuſtoms of his Religion, even, from what che 
Ahpoſties ſeemed to haye, ChaRTIrY demands 
dat ve think well of their religions characters, 
| eee this. Theſe are dubious 
5 le points about which great and good men 


1 2 e differed. It is unbecoming the 3 


of wiſe men to be confident on any ſide z 1 


contending earneſtly for opinions injures the peace 
of the Chriftian Church. Thus ind and bumble - 


is modern CAR TTV. But it looks back with: 


an evil eye on that rude ſort of kindneſs with 
which the followers of Jeſus propagated his 


Goſpel; preſenting to men the moſt -melan+ 
choly view of their guilt, and leaving them 


— ' 


no hope but thro' righteouſneſs perfet# and dis 


vine. It ſhudders to hear them enforcing his 


eee eee e p b. e ee 


E | H 2 fs A1 Hized 
Fl 0 4 r 


+1 52 | 5 

5 tized Bait * Bod : be that believerh not fur 
be. damned. But! it 18. comforted by thinking 
a that there were many things peculiar to the 
firſt ; ages, and, perhaps, this may be one of 
| them. To ſay the leaſt, the corrupters of Chriſti- 
anity have much reaſon to with ſo. F 


3 5 


This Piebilhg cr ſtands lanineny 
difſtinguiſned from that which the Scriptures 
7 inculcate, in this reſpect; the latter, encreaſed 
in proportion to the unanimity of Chriſtians 


in loving the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt; the for- 
mer, encreaſes in proportion to its diffidence 


and uncertainty about that doctrine. Inſtead 


Ny. 5 of rejoycing in or with the Truth, it rejoyceth in 


contemplating the ADMIRABLE P1tty that may 
be produced from: ſo many CEE Yea, _ 
5 poſite principles. * ; OY 


There has deen 1 IR caſt on the 
Qian, for their tenacious adherence to 


their opinions and cuſtoms ; even by thoſe who 


are in the main very much agreed with them. 


= t Of what importance is it how-they dreſs ? they 


affect plainneſs and a ſort of uniformity; pro- 
bably from the ſame principle which has cloth- 
ed the Clergy in Hack. Affectation, and pride 
in ſuch diſtinctions, are contemptible in any 


| an; and much more; if he attempts to vin- 
N ö 1 e dicate 


ki them by W f God, The ere. 
 Tiented perſons among the Puritan Diſſenters 


and the Methodiſts, are of one mind with the 


Qvaxezxs in what they all eſteem the Efentials | 
of religion. What imaginable difference is 
chere between grace in the heart which the for- 


mer admire ; and the ſpirit, the light within, 5 
which is the great Arcanum of the latter ? they 


equally mean, the ſecret operation of inviſible 


power, making them more acceptable to God; 


and ſupplying, more or leſs, the want of perf ef ö 


righteouſneſs. . They agree to call the Sexip-- 


tures of Truth, a dead letter. The external ob- 


ſervances of the primitive Chriſtians are reject- 


ed by them both as ſuperſtitious and carnal, 


under the pretence of cultivating the private 


religion of the heart : as though that religion 


were the better for being ſecret ; or, like ſome 
combuſtible powder, a pact an additional 


ſtrength n 


It is very true chat Gepe godlineſs b 1 | 
often ſuffered in a zealous contention about 


rites and ceremonies; but the contention has 


been chiefly about forms of © buman device. 


| The Chriſtians of old time were taught not to 


diſpute about the inſtitutions of their Lonp, | 


but to obſerve them thankfully ; and hereby 


they e their N r to him and to each 


other. 1 


aber, Af that affeion is \ granted. to be more 
important than the tokens of it, it would be 
. unjuſt to infer that the latter have no obliga- 


. - tion, which would imply hat Chriſt and be 


* . b ee ee 
. e . 


ee enz ee by their e 


T be I en TS have not indeed one 0 
1 as their ſpiritual Brethren have done in rejet- 
ing all external ceremonies : but they are taught 
to believe that all concern about the ancient 
order and cuſtoms of the Chriſtians is mere 
Partys ſpirit, and injurious to the devout exer- 
_ ciſes of the heart. Thus the modern CaRTrx 
Vaunts itſelf in anſwering better purpoſes than 

could be accompliſhed by keeping the words 4 
5 Chriſt. It produces a more extenſive and ge- 
nerous communion; and animates the 4 


of men i without perplexing them by uncertain -o 


doctrines, or rigorous ſelf-denial. But how- 
ever excellent in its effects, it hasits origin, not 

in the faith of Jefus Chriſt ar in love to God, 
but it is che Firſt-born Child of Scepticiſm; .and 
Iniidelity. For although it ſuppoſes ſome re- 
velation frem God, and ſome honour due to 
50 Chriſt ; it claims a right to diſpenſe with 
both; to chooſe what, in his doctrine and re- 
Vzion, is r #6 be believed, and obſerved; and 
thus obſcures the whole in a miſt of uncertainty. 
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to be underſtood but 5 e, Wd 
the Evanegliſts and Apoſtles : it is practicable , "1 5 
NT, age, without a continuance of mi- 1 1 


- 


_ ka, 4 doing what he has required. Ir * _ 
che power of the Holy Ghoſt on the Tubs ww . 5 1 
men. They are Chriſtians, who are thus taught 1 
of God to antiVk and opzy. Thoſe are . 5 _— 
Chriſtian Churches which are formed by a per- > 7. 


= of the oth, and 1 by the P. : ; 7 ö 


„ argue great ſelk⸗ conceit ſhould + . - 
- any. ſociety of: people, in this day, imagine 8 . 78 3 

elf equal to the firſt Churches in fervency f DT 
: ED in purity. of wotſhip, and in ſtrictneſs of IE 


obedience. .. But it implies no ſuch vanity, to 1 Op M0 
be 87TupIous. OF FOLLOWING. THEM. Whoſo- 3 
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